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Fritz Gerte. Interesting. When were the banns published?

Ida Hall. The registrar arranged that for us. He is an
old friend of General Grotjahn's.

Fritz Gerte. Very far-seeing of you, Ida. General Grotjahn
has quite a band of monarchist traitors who can be
relied on to keep their mouths shut.

Ida Hall The only reason I tried to keep this from you
was because I knew you would be upset about it.
Werner and Christine have known each other for some
time, A few days ago he got an invitation to go to
Columbia University in New York. He has to leave at
once. Of course, it's a great honour for him.

Fritz Gerte. A great honour for a German to be invited
to an enemy country!

Ida Hall. Hardly that, Fritz. We are not at war with
America yet.

Fritz Gerte. And I suppose the loyal pastor would not
have cared for his daughter to marry a member of the
National Socialist party? He prefers the son of a man
who sneers at our attempts to lead Germany back to
the position of honour, which he and his monarchist
friends lost for her.

Ida Hall Friedrich knows nothing about your attach-
ment to Christine and in any case he would never
attempt to influence her. Now, please, Fritz, try to look
at this matter calmly. I know it has been difficult to
invite you to this house as often as I would have liked.